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love to come back to France. It’s a beau-
tiful country. I’ve had some really good ex-
periences there, and I’ve found the people 
to be very friendly. 

And, look, I understand there’s disagree-
ments. But from my perspective, the peo-
ple of France really do respect what Amer-
ica has stood for and respect our alliance. 
And I was greeted with great respect when 
I went there. And so I’d like to come back 
sometimes.

And I’m looking forward to my meeting 
with President Sarkozy. It’s going to be a 
constructive meeting. 

Mr. d’Arvor. Once again, thank you very 
much, Mr. President. Thank you very much 
for hosting us. 

The President. Yes, sir. Thank you very 
much.

Mr. d’Arvor. Thank you very much. 
The President. You bet. 
Mr. d’Arvor. Thank you. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 2:12 p.m. 
in the Map Room at the White House for 
later broadcast. In his remarks, the President 
referred to Minister of Foreign and Euro-
pean Affairs Bernard Kouchner of France; 
and Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany. 
Mr. d’Arvor referred to former President 
Jacques Chirac of France. Portions of the 
Mr. d’Arvor’s remarks were in French, and 
no translation was provided. The transcript 
was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on November 7. A portion of this 
interview could not be verified because the 
tape was incomplete. 

Interview With RTL Television and N–TV of Germany 
November 6, 2007 

Chancellor Angela Merkel’s Visit to the 
Bush Ranch 

Q. Mr. President, in a couple of days, 
the German Chancellor, Angela Merkel, 
will come to your ranch, which I think is 
a special privilege. What will you do with 
her on the ranch on a weekend like that? 

The President. Well, we will—if she 
wants—we’ll do anything she wants. If she 
wants to go for a hike, I’ll go for a hike. 
If she—I look forward to showing a piece 
of property I dearly love. But we’ll have 
plenty of time to visit in a different setting. 
It’s not very formal, but it will be condu-
cive to a conversation amongst friends. I 
can’t thank her enough for coming down 
there.

Germany/United Nations Security Council 
Q. She had said some weeks ago at the 

United Nations that Germany wants to con-
tribute more to the world and take on more 
responsibility by perhaps getting a perma-

nent seat in the Security Council. Will you 
support her in that? 

The President. Well, I made my clear 
statement there at the U.N. that I’m for 
overall reform, and I do believe we ought 
to look at reforming the Security Council 
in a way that, you know, accomplishes some 
missions. And Germany clearly is an impor-
tant country. I have not taken a stand on 
any specific country, except for Japan, and 
won’t. But clearly, Germany is a very im-
portant country for a lot of reasons. 

Q. Not a permanent member in the Se-
curity Council, you don’t see her like that? 
You don’t see Germany as—— 

The President. Well, I haven’t made that 
endorsement one way or the other. And 
I pretty well kept my counsel. I just want 
to make sure the U.N. is functioning well, 
that it does—it needs a big-time reform, 
and so does the Security Council. And so 
we’re open to ideas. It’s not easy to get 
done. And the only one country that I’ve 
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endorsed has been Japan. And it’s been 
a longstanding policy of the Government 
of the United States, and I continue that 
policy.

Germany-U.S. Relations 
Q. What are the topics that you will be 

talking to her where you might need Ger-
many to help you, the United States? 

The President. Oh, me personally? 
Q. No, not personally. I mean—person-

ally, as well, but—— 
The President. No, but we definitely 

need Germany’s help on issues like Iran 
so that we can, you know, solve this issue 
diplomatically. We need Germany’s help on 
issues like Darfur. Germany is a crucial 
country in terms of, you know, building 
coalitions to deal with the threats we face. 
We need Germany’s participation in Af-
ghanistan. I know Angela went over there; 
I’m looking forward to hearing her report. 
And I’m pleased with our relationship. 

Germany’s Role in Afghanistan 
Q. Germany doesn’t want to contribute 

any forces to the south of Afghanistan, 
where it’s really getting a little bit hotter 
than up in the north, where the Germans 
are right now. Are you having a problem 
with that? 

The President. No, I understand. I mean, 
you know, people—everybody’s parliaments 
or legislative bodies reacts to the challenges 
differently. I’m just so pleased that Ger-
many is contributing forces there to help 
this Afghan democracy. These contributions 
are meaningful, and some countries are 
able to take on different assignments. And 
I fully understand that. And I’m not going 
to try to put Angela Merkel in a position 
that she nor her Bundestag is comfortable 
with.

Iran/Iraq
Q. You just mentioned Iran. Do you 

think that the nuclear threat that Iran poses 
right now is larger than the threat Iraq 
posed about 5 or 6 years ago? 

The President. I think they were both 
dangerous. I think both of them could have 
been solved diplomatically. Saddam Hus-
sein chose to ignore the demands of the 
free world and Security Council 1441, 
which, by the way, Germany voted for ini-
tially. And I think they’re both dangerous. 
And I think, therefore, the lesson of Iraq 
is that we can work together and solve 
questions peacefully now. 

And hopefully, we can—and hopefully, 
we can keep pressure on the Iranians to 
say, one, we respect your people; two, we 
respect your history; but your Government 
is making decisions that are isolating your 
country. And all they’ve got to do is sus-
pend their enrichment program, and then 
there will be a dialog and a way forward. 
But it’s up to the Government to make 
their choice. 

Iran
Q. But you still have as a last option 

the military option. Do you think that that 
could be an option in the future? You even 
mentioned the possibility, the chance of 
third world war. You were serious about 
that?

The President. Oh, absolutely serious. I 
said, if you want to avoid world war III; 
I didn’t say, I’m for world war III. 

Q. Oh, no, I didn’t say that. But you 
mentioned it in that respect, yes. 

The President. But I said, if you—the 
reason I said that is because this is a coun-
try that has defied the IAEA—in other 
words, didn’t disclose all their program— 
have said they want to destroy Israel. If 
you want to see world war III, you know, 
a way to do that is to attack Israel with 
a nuclear weapon. And so I said, now is 
the time to move. It wasn’t a prediction 
nor a desire. 

And do I think we can solve it? I do. 
Should all options be on the table? You 
bet. But I firmly believe we can solve this 
problem diplomatically and will continue to 
work to do so. And that’s going to be an 
important topic with the Chancellor. 
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Q. Do you think there’s a point where 
you’d say, only a military option is a possi-
bility for us? 

The President. I would never say that. 
I would say that we would always try to 
try diplomacy first. In other words, I—I’ve 
committed our troops into harm’s way 
twice, and it’s not a pleasant experience 
because I understand the consequences 
firsthand. And so I owe it to the American 
people to say that I’ve tried to solve this 
problem diplomatically. And that’s exactly 
what I intend to do. And I believe we 
can do it, so long as the world works in 
concert. And Chancellor Merkel under-
stands the dangers, and she wants to solve 
this issue peacefully. 

Russia-U.S. Relations 
Q. The U.S. has imposed some harsh 

sanctions on some parts of the Iranian Gov-
ernment.

The President. Yes.
Q. The Russians were pretty much 

against that. Do we see a new rift growing 
between Russia, on the one hand, and the 
United States, on the other hand? 

The President. No, I don’t think so. I 
mean, look, there’s going to be—there’s 
places where we disagree. No, it’s a com-
plicated relationship with Russia. 

Q. Why that? 
The President. Why is it? Just because 

we’ve got a history. It’s not easy to eradi-
cate history overnight. You might remem-
ber, we were quite antagonistic to each 
other for years. And so I’ve tried to work 
hard with Vladimir Putin to put the cold 
war behind us and focus on a positive fu-
ture. There are still suspicions about U.S. 
intentions inside the Russian system. 

You know, for example, as you know, 
I’m a big advocate of democracy. I believe 
democracies enhance peace, and I think 
that some view the democracy movement 
as a way to surround Russia. I try to work 
hard with Vladimir Putin and make it clear 
to him that this is nothing more than 
spreading peace. They didn’t particularly 

care for the expansion of NATO, which 
I’m a strong believer in. 

And so we’ve had our friction, but, no, 
I wouldn’t—— 

Q. And when you see him now testing 
new missiles or testing new bombs, is that 
flexing muscle, or is that just showing off? 
Or do you think it’s serious? 

The President. I don’t view that as a 
threat. I really don’t view Russia as a 
threat, a military threat. I don’t think— 
I’m pretty confident President Putin does 
not want to have any military conflict. I 
think the bigger threat is the use of energy, 
which is really a direct problem for the 
EU.

As I say, I try not to have antagonistic 
relations with President Putin. We’ve got 
a good personal relationship. We don’t al-
ways agree eye to eye. Kosovo is an area 
where we don’t agree eye to eye. But that 
doesn’t—just because you don’t have a— 
just because you have a disagreement 
doesn’t mean that you can’t work together. 

President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia/ 
Democracy in Russia 

Q. You will probably see him longer as 
a, whatever, strong force in Russia—[in-
audible]—right now. 

The President. Yes. [Laughter]
Q. Isn’t that fascinating? Is that some-

thing you would have expected, that he 
would stay in there as a Prime Minister, 
then? But he is not voted in yet, but it 
might happen. 

The President. I know. I haven’t had a 
really good chance to sit down and talk 
with him about his ambitions and plans. 
He did tell me that he wasn’t going to 
run for President again. But clearly, he 
likes to be influential inside the Russian 
system, and I don’t know what he’s going 
to do. 

My hope, of course, is, I’ve tried to work 
with him as best as I can to understand 
the checks and balances. And democracy 
requires a certain balance in society. And 
I would hope that he would make decisions 
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that enhanced institutional reform, en-
hanced the institutions necessary for a free 
society. As I say, sometimes he listens, 
sometimes he doesn’t. 

President’s Agenda 
Q. Almost a day to the date, in 1 year, 

we will have Presidential elections again in 
the United States. What are your three, 
let’s say, main tasks, goals that you have 
set for yourself for the last 12 months of 
your Presidency? 

The President. Oh, I appreciate that. One 
is to continue to protect our country from 
harm. I absolutely know for certain there 
is a group of extremists who would like 
to attack us again. Second—this is all on 
foreign policy initially—work with our 
friends and allies on Darfur, Burma—I’m 
afraid I’m going to leave something out— 
Iran. Continue to make sure our foreign 
policy in the Far East focuses not only on 
North Korea—and working, by the way, 
collaboratively with Japan and China and 
South Korea to deal with North Korea— 
but also to maintain good, constructive rela-
tions throughout the region. 

Continue on the HIV/AIDS initiative. 
One of the really interesting initiatives that 
my wife and I are working on is a malaria 
initiative. There’s just too many babies 
dying on the continent of Africa, for exam-
ple, because of mosquito bites. 

Q. Yes, I’ve talked to your wife about 
that.

The President. Oh, did you? Good. And 
then at home, keep taxes low and keep 
the economy growing. 

The two big issues, by the way, for this 
Presidential campaign are who can best 
protect America from attack. Now, I don’t 
know if—— 

2008 Presidential Election 
Q. That’s what I wanted to ask you next. 

What will be the three tasks for the next 
President?

The President. Well, who can keep peo-
ple—same thing, and who can keep taxes 

low. See, we’ve got a bunch of people here 
in America that want to raise taxes. I’m, 
as you know, a tax cutter. I believe the 
private sector is—needs to be enhanced by 
keeping the size of government reasonably 
in balance and keep taxes low; same thing 
for the next President. 

You know, the biggest issue facing a 
President going forward will be whether 
or not we can deal with our, you know, 
our Social Security and Medicare, our 
health care and pension plans for the elder-
ly, because like other parts of the world— 
I presume Germany as well—baby boomers 
relative to people contributing to the sys-
tem—so you have baby boomers like me 
retiring and not enough young workers. 
And we need to get the systems in balance. 
And it’s very hard to get done because a 
lot of the politicians here in America really 
don’t want to confront the problem until 
it becomes immediate. So I tried for 7 
years to get Congress to do the hard work. 
They didn’t want to, and so the next Presi-
dent is going to have to try to do it. 

Q. Who do you think it’s going to be? 
The President. Well, I can’t tell you that 

because—I think it will be a Republican; 
I truly do. I think someone from my party 
will win, but, you know, I’m not going to 
speculate because the American press, of 
course, would take my speculation, you 
know, ‘‘Bush is’’—— 

Q. Of course. But you think it’s going 
to be a Republican? 

The President. I really do, yes. The econ-
omy is in pretty good shape, and we’ve 
got some issues, but the economy is pretty 
strong, which—and the other side does 
want to raise taxes. And I do believe taxes 
are a big issue in America. 

And then the foreign policy—and if you 
will listen to the debate, our candidates 
have got a strong, firm view of how to 
conduct foreign policy. And the American 
people innately understand that there’s still 
threats out there. And our biggest job is 
to protect our—see, that’s an interesting 
difference between, say, Germany and 
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America. We’ve been attacked. We feel like 
another attack is coming, and therefore, 
you know, our actions ought to be to pro-
tect our country. And you know, I’m not 
so sure that it’s that same sense of anxiety 
in other parts of Europe or in Germany. 

Russia-U.S. Relations 
Q. Well, we have some old fears. I mean, 

we were on the border of the cold war. 
I mean, we had this Iron Curtain in our 
country, in that respect. We know a little 
bit about that too. But I can understand 
your position as well, sure. 

The President. You know, look, there’s— 
and one of the things I would like to assure 
the German public about is that I really 
don’t want to have increased tensions with 
Russia. As a matter of fact, I’ve worked 
hard to create an environment that is not 
hostile, but—— 

Missile Defense System/Russia-U.S. 
Relations/Iran

Q. Also with the missile shield—— 
The President. That’s what I was about 

to describe, that this is not aimed at Russia. 
I mean, it—and frankly, it’s absurd for 
somebody to say it is aimed at Russia, be-
cause the number of interceptors that 
would be there—the rockets to knock down 
the other rocket—will be limited in num-
ber, and therefore, somebody who has got 
a handful of rockets can overwhelm the 
system. It’s just really aimed at, you know, 
a rogue nation that wants to hold a—— 

Q. Like Iran. 
The President. ——hostage. Like Iran, 

absolutely. And hopefully, again, you know, 
the system becomes moot or not needed 
by getting the Iranians to back off their 
ambitions.

And, you know, we did something really 
interesting with Russia on this Iranian 
issue. The Iranians said, it’s our sovereign 
right to have nuclear power. And I said, 
yes, it is; it is your sovereign right. But 
we can’t trust you to enrich because you’ve 
been hiding your program from inter-

national inspectors. And so therefore, we 
will join—we agree with Russia when they 
said, you can have a plant, and we, Russia, 
will provide you the fuel and collect the 
fuel, which I strongly support. 

And so—the only reason I bring that up 
is I know that people think that our rela-
tions with Russia are, you know, may not 
be conducive to constructive action, but we 
got—we do—and there’s no question, 
there’s tensions on some issues. 

Q. Okay.
The President. But we can work together 

as well. 

President’s Legacy 
Q. Okay. Final question: You will have 

1 year in office; how do you think you 
will be remembered as a President? 

The President. I think I’ll be remem-
bered as a guy who, you know, was dealt 
some pretty tough issues to deal with, and 
I dealt with them head on, and I didn’t 
try to shy away. I didn’t, you know, I didn’t 
sacrifice; I was firm, and that I made deci-
sions based upon principles, not based 
upon the latest Gallup Poll. And that I 
helped this country protect itself and, at 
the same time, was unashamed, unabashed 
at spreading certain values to others, the 
main one being liberty, whether it be the 
freedom from forms of government or the 
freedom from disease and hunger. And that 
we had a very robust foreign policy in the 
name of peace. 

And at home, that the cornerstone of 
my policy is to trust the individual Amer-
ican to make the best decisions for his or 
her family. And that I dealt with not only 
a tax but recession and a lot of other chal-
lenges to our economy, and yet our econ-
omy is very strong. We’ve had 50 consecu-
tive months of uninterrupted job growth, 
which is the longest in American history. 
So you know something—but I’ll be dead 
before they finally figure out my adminis-
tration because history—it takes a while to 
get the true history of an administration. 
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Q. Okay, first we both see how it’s going 
to be. We might not be dead by then. 
[Laughter]

The President. I don’t think so. I think— 
listen, they’re still writing books analyzing 
George Washington. 

Q. That’s very true. That’s right. And 
they come to different conclusions in every 
new book. 

The President. They do. And so there-
fore, my attitude is, if they’re analyzing the 
first President, the 43d President doesn’t 
need to worry about it. The key thing that 
people need to know is, I make up my 
decisions based upon principles, not based 
upon politics, you know, what’s good for 
a political party or trying to be popular. 
If you chase popularity, you can’t lead. And 

popularity is just like—it comes and goes. 
And I’ve never been one to really worry 
about that, you know? Because when it’s 
all said and done, I think the key thing 
in life is to look in the mirror and say, 
I didn’t compromise my core beliefs. And 
I believe people will say that about me. 

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President. 
The President. You’re welcome. Thanks 

for coming. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 2:33 p.m. 
in the Map Room at the White House for 
later broadcast. The transcript was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on No-
vember 7. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of this interview. 

The President’s News Conference With President Nicolas Sarkozy of 
France in Mount Vernon, Virginia 
November 7, 2007 

President Bush. Mr. President, welcome. 
Thank you very much for coming here to 
Mount Vernon, and thank you for coming 
to the United States. I think it’s safe to 
say that you’ve impressed a lot of people 
here on your journey. You bring a lot of 
energy, enthusiasm for your job, love of 
your country, and a strong set of universal 
values in your heart. 

We’ve just had an extensive conversation, 
one that you’d expect good friends to do— 
to have. We talked about Iran and the de-
sire to work jointly to convince the Iranian 
regime to give up their nuclear weapons 
ambitions for the sake of peace. We talked 
about the Middle East and the upcoming 
talks at Annapolis, Maryland. We spent 
some time on Kosovo, and I appreciate the 
President’s leadership on Kosovo. 

I can’t thank the President enough for 
his willingness to stand with young democ-
racies as they struggle against extremists 
and radicals. And one such democracy is 

Afghanistan. Mr. President, your leadership 
on that issue for your country was very 
impressive. You sent a very clear message. 
It’s clear that you’re a man who does what 
he says he’s going to do. It’s the kind of 
fellow I like to deal with. 

And so, Mr. President, I also want to 
thank your administration in your staunch, 
strong stance for human rights and human 
dignity. Whether they be to those who are 
oppressed in Burma or Darfur or on the 
island of Cuba, France’s voice is important, 
and it’s clear that the human rights of every 
individual are important to the world. And 
I look forward to advancing peace and free-
dom with you, Mr. President. 

Our bilateral relations are important. 
They are strong, and we intend to keep 
them that way. And so welcome here to 
George Washington’s old home. Proud to 
have you in America. Thanks for coming. 

President Sarkozy. I want to thank Presi-
dent Bush, his administration, and all 
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